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SIR: 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication of allowability of the 
claimed invention. In response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance in the 
Notice of Allowance of March 25, 2010, Applicants respectfully submit the following 
comments. 

In the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, pages 4 and 5 state in part: 

The recorded prior art Segal (US'494) teaches a metal 
sputtering target with fine uniform structure and textures. 
However, Prior arts (US'494, or US'494 in view of JP'433, or 
claims 1-4 of copending application No. 10/486913) do not 
specify the Ag target with three-dimensional fluctuation of 
grain sizes not more than 1 8% as defined in the instant claims 1 
and 3, for example, obtaining three-dimensional fluctuation of 
grain sizes from comparing the different measurements from 
the surfaces of different sliced layers. 

Although the above comment appears to be accurate with respect to Claim 1, it is 

respectfully noted that independent Claim 3 does not include all of the elements recited above. 

For example, Claim 3 does not include a reference to "the Ag target with three-dimensional 

fluctuation of grain sizes not more than 1 8%". Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that 
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the above-quoted statement does not apply to Claim 3 to the extent the language used in the 
statement differs from the language of the claim. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, L.L.P. 
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